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himsa when life is destroyed for the sake of those whose life is
taken.69 The destruction of the bodies of tortured creatures help-
lessly suffering the pangs ^of a slow, certain death, is ahimsa.
He writes, "Should my child be attacked by rabies and there
was no helpful remedy to relieve his agony I would consider it
my duty to take his life/'70 As is well known, he once had a calf
in his Ashram poisoned because its intense, unbearable agony
was beyond remedy. Similarly, forcibly preventing a child from
rushing towards the fire and smacking a child bitten by a snake
to keep it awake are instances of non-violence, provided the
motive is not anger but the desire to save the child from
injury.71

Ahimsa is often mistaken for a purely negative doctrine.
Such, for example, is the opinion of Bernard Shaw.72 To
Gandhiji ahimsa is essentially a positive and dynamic force.
In its positive and active aspect non-violence means bene-
volence or love in more t comprehensive than the Pauline sense,
for ahimsa includes the whole creation and not merely human,
though St. Paul's definition is good enough for all practical
purposes.73 Ahimsa thus also embraces sub-human life, not
excluding plants or flowers, noxious insects or beasts. "Non-
violence is therefore in its active form goodwill towards all
life,"74 Refraining from himsa is only the form of ahimsa, love
is its very soul. All the same Gandhiji does not identify ahimsa
with love in order to distinguish this spiritual force from the
grosser aspects of the connotation of love. The love that is
ahimsa is not the mercenary affair which is based on the

6* T. /., II, p. 971.
70  T. /., II, p. 978. Gandhiji lays down four conditions the fulfilment of all
of which can warrant the taking of life of an ailing individual from the point
of view of ahimsa. These are:
(a)     The disease should be incurable.
(b)     All concerned should have despaired of the life of the patient.
(c)     The case should be beyond all help or service.
(d)     It should be impossible for the patient hi question to express
his or its wish.  (See  T. /., HI, p. 897).
71  Hind Swaraj, pp. 65-66; H., Feb. 6, 1937, p. 414.
72 Quoted in R. Fullop-Miller, Gandhi, the Holy Man, pp. 160-62.
73 H.3 March 14,  1936, p. 39.
74 r. /., II, p. 286.
P. G.-5